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Mandarin I, II, and III classes will be included in the course selection worksheets at both Mountain View and Los Altos High School for the 2012-2013 school year. Placement will be based on student’s language proficiency and may be determined where necessary with the help of an assessment.
Mandarin course website (Updated 12/13/11) 
https://sites.google.com/site/mvlachinese2012/
Mandarin placement information sign up form

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?hl=en_US&formkey=dEhVVWFBYlVsQV9RUnNVV2RQYU92NWc6MQ#gid=0
Mandarin classroom website

hot4chinese1.weebly.com
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If any questions, please email to  

 grace.icasiano@mvla.net    (general questions)  or
chineseplacement@gmail.com   (for placement questions) or
winnie.tung@mvla.net     (current Mandarin teacher)

Course Information Highlights
· Simplified & Traditional Chinese method with Pinyin 
· Chinese culture and traditional holiday celebrations through hands-on activities. 
· Course information: https://sites.google.com/site/mvlachinese2012/course-description
· A regular 10 credit high school class that meets the a-g requirements for UC/CSU.
    
FAQ: To fulfill the recommended 3 years of foreign language by UC’s, how many years of foreign language do I need to take?  

University of California admissions requires that students demonstrate mastery of a language other than English at level 2 and recommends that students demonstrate proficiency at level 3 or higher. Other competitive colleges and universities generally have similar requirements and recommendations.
For example, if you already have some Mandarin background and it qualifies you to start off with Mandarin II as your first year of taking a HS foreign language class, you will have fulfilled, upon completion of the course, two years of the three years of foreign language as recommended by UC/CSU.  If you are interested in being admitted to a competitive college, it is a good idea to take courses that challenge you. College admissions officers want to see that students are carrying a well-rounded schedule of classes and a rigorous course of study. 
Your counselor will be able to help you determine the appropriate level of Mandarin or direct you to take an assessment to determine placement.

Mandarin Placement information sign up form
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?hl=en_US&formkey=dEhVVWFBYlVsQV9RUnNVV2RQYU92NWc6MQ#gid=0
 

If you are interested in taking Mandarin, you may be asked to answer questions about your previous experience with Mandarin and be given a simple assessment to  determine appropriate placement. 
Preliminary placement in courses is generally taken before the start of the course selection.  If you have questions or concerns about the level of course to which you are assigned, send an email to chineseplacement@gmail.com or winnie.tung@mvla.net
 

What does the Mandarin teacher assess?
· Your Listening/Speaking ability: it measures how well you can speak about everyday situation
· Your Reading ability: it measures how well you comprehend texts in real world situation
 
Preparing for placement
· Review the topics listed below and vocabulary related to the topics. Practice and practice
· Reference book : Integrated Chinese Level 1 Part 1
 
Topics by level (every level assumes knowledge of all previous levels):
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	Self
Family/Friends
Hobbies, Jobs
Calendar/Time
Home/Place
School/Classroom/Subject
	Daily Routines
Weather/Seasons
Clothing
Food/Beverage
Transportation
Leisure activities
	Shopping
Dining
Health
Holidays
Travel/Airport
Making friends
 


 
Sample questions
Q1: Introduction yourself and your family
Q2: Describe like and dislike? e.g. sports, school subjects, food, weather, holiday, clothes, etc
Q3: Describe the direction from your home to the school
Q4: Describe your summer plan
FAQ: How do I know which level of Mandarin class to choose if I have gone to a community Chinese School and I already have some Mandarin language background? 

Great!  You may already have a head-start on learning Chinese. Depending on your level of Mandarin language skills, it may be recommended that you enter the program at level 2 or higher, determined either on the basis of a transcript or grade report or a placement test. 

FAQ: If I have already completed two years of foreign language other than Mandarin, and I wish to jump to Mandarin III assuming that I am qualified, do I meet the 3-year UC/CSU recommendation for foreign language? 
Yes, the university recommends 3 years of the same language or 2 years each in two different languages 


